Smith's citizens: The Fall ‘81 [t-r]
Mark Smith. Karl Burns, Paul
Hanley. Marc Lard’ Riley, Steve
Hanley and Craig Scanlon

S M s A e e W R

qwerstbmrmstbandshadona‘
wwﬂew[seeﬁ\ev:ndaﬁ‘edmgk .

of 1982’s ‘Hex Enduction

NEED 10 KNUW

THE LEGEND OF
J'
I ‘: L
g H A hg 3
i baffger voice, @if coming frg@f ¥+
£ A - : = wheg:; the universe-and usl!'lg é ’|
; = SEse # Sm-th asa pg\ﬂerse telephone” 155 s
| THE RISE. FALL AND RISE OF MARK E SMITHAND 1= = " » - Smithvexplains itinmore | * &
4 ; W = 2Bl prosatc terms: “If in dotbt, sing oyts i
3 Digauta copy of the first “Life should be full of . .was ‘Live At The Witch Trials’; on nﬁofyour m@uthina i 1%
t nhpendent charts from 1979 and strangeness, like a rich painthg" “their own the speedy drumming, g hag spitched voice —that’s what I} E
i it’s all comic obscurities with names  sang Smith on ‘How | MM *tuneless cheap keyboards and * do®he said ofghis b:twrfnarm%dm 3
! like Splodgednessabounds, The - ___ Man',"but it gets worse day by day”. ~ scrawling guitars would have made orator;fﬂu can sound good on a'l 0
i Vibrators and Lene Lovich. While This antipathy to the-mundane is » thls a majorly disturbed ricord: with * mfmentzntlbuu get familiar’} ¢
;  such acts eventually’ ~ iha makes The Fall. Though one - / Sthith barking.hofror stories and 1983, whentSgpith marrieda
i joi p from ¢ their single-minded hotic c&nedy over the top, it Chn’ bofn guitarist called Brix,: . i
i _ ock as the perfect more about punk rock than any  the sounds began to $bftefi into 3
i it odmac,they‘a'ead a genius ber of Clash records. Similarly, more recogni p forms*¥ors ‘! @
. b i being prole-art  * wearing mad clothes of the kind . roughlya dec‘fter Thé Fall.. * 32 i?
i artsy exﬁ\!rmtahsts . even Jarvis Coclger Wouldn't wear, a pursued more@®mmercialfoutes : * ]
== 1% di ; Esﬁng_antiiashion stance was than before, excepting the 17th 1 g
i > the unwitting established. Wi net,9979's _ Century political ballet ‘| Am Kurio: ‘é 3
ESeL S plemdorleputsed atthis ~ secondLP, gui Craig Scanlon ©~ Oranjifos88] and Smith ﬁnurde 3

a2 kS 1976. Previously called The
e that* .. Outsiders, they released their first

o't © Ep, ‘Bingo-Master’s Breakout, in1978.

) A freakish: story of an ill-fated bingo AT THE 1999 READING FESTIVAL, THE FALL GOT THE CHEMICAL BROTHERS'

E y :mportan‘t“ - caller, with a bandwwho couldn’t play MANAGER TO PLAY DRUMS AFTER THE REGULAR DRUMMER HAD A FIGHT WITH

: b'iﬁi ' l" L A smgerwho cotldn’t sing, it SMITH. IN THE SAME YEAR, SMITH APPEARED ON THE ADAM & JoE SHow [ABOVE],

L . WHERE HE BEGAN HIS INTERVIEW BY BATTERING THE TWO CHEEKY CHAPS.
uence.” remains brilfiant. A year later mi . )

'




RECENTLY, MARK SmiT|
PUT OUT A SERIES OF LIVE
ALBUMS, ALL OF WHICH
FEATURE THE SAME PICTURE
OF HIM FLICKING THE V'S
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THE FRENZ EXPERIMENT [Phonogram. 1988]
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.‘VOICE TH AT’ s WHAu 124 m E SMITH = - More synths and drum machines seemed to

re-energise The Fall — ‘Sing! Harpy' rips off
= -~ The Stooges’ Little Doll. while the fabulous
- — - TEF Bill Is Dead’ showed subtlety. Ace.

THE INFOTAINMENT SCAN [Permanent, 1993]
Heavily synthetic. this charted at Number Nine.
Therein Glam Racket’ pasted witless nostalgia
and Suede. and Paranoia Man' was oddly
autobiographical. Their finest album? Likely.

§ THE LIGHT USER SYNDROME [Jet, 1994]

i Sprawling and rancid. scabby songs like D.LY
Meat’ and Oleano showed a band starting to
fragment in earnest. Still brilliant. as is the
following year’'s terminally sick ‘Levitate'.

THE UNUTTERABLE [Eagle Rock. 2000]

The formula - visceral rock'nroll sketched
over with abstractions - is fully implemented.
Produced by Grant Showbiz who did Dragnet’.
There's a song on here about William Blake.
just like Dragnet’. SM
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